
 
 

 

 

Hello STEM Ambassadors, 
 

We hope you and your families are well.  

 

With the current lockdown making engagement in person harder, in this newsletter 

we have an example of some online engagement that has been happening in our 

region to inspire you with ideas of how we can engage with young people online.  

 

There are lots of online activities to get involved in including our STEM NOW online 

Masterclasses aimed at STEM Ambassadors and Teachers. Please read the 

newsletter for further details on how to sign up for these free sessions. 

 

We hope that you are getting an opportunity to be involved, it would be great to 

hear how you are engaging with young people and if you would would like to feature 

in our future newsletters please get in touch. 

 

The team are here to support you so if you have any questions, queries or ideas 

please email lucinda@winchestersciencecentre.org.  

  

The STEM NOW Team 

 

 

  
 

  
 

STEM Ambassador Spotlight - Online Activity 
 

  
 

  
 

Brownies ZOOM Workshop 

With most activities now happening online rather than in person we thought we could 

inspire you by showcasing a STEM Ambassador online activity. 

 

A Brownies group in Hampshire have been running their weekly meetings online and 

were looking for speakers to join their ZOOM sessions to inspire and ideally run an 

https://www.stemnow.org/


activity for the Brownie group online. 

 

STEM Ambassador Leonie got in touch and they organised a ZOOM online workshop 

on making lava lamps. The aim was to inspire the girls in STEM and teach them a 

science activity they would be able to complete at home and teach others.  

 

Prior to the meeting Leonie supplied them with a fact sheet which outlined what they 

would need at home to make the lava lamps together. She demonstrated how to make 

the lava lamp and the girls followed along with Leonie. Learning all about density and 

chemical reactions to produce their very own lava lamps. 

 

A dry ice demonstration then followed where they investigated states of matter and 

sublimation plus enjoying watching a bubbling cauldron of dry ice! 

  
 

 

   

        

  
 

Leonie’s tips for online success are “to run online sessions really aim to engage the 

viewer, perform a demonstration but involve the viewer. Ask questions, 

provide something for them to join in with, work through a session together and have 

fun!" 

 

The Brownies really enjoyed the session “Thank you so much to the STEM Ambassador 

team for introducing me to Leonie. She delivered the most brilliant STEM evening to our 

Brownies on ZOOM tonight and truly inspired them. We are so very grateful to Leonie 

and your team for such an amazing resource connecting children with such brilliant and 

inspiring adults. 

 

We had so much fun that Leonie has even agreed to give up her time to ZOOM with us 

again in December, we can't wait!” 
 

 

  
 



   

   

     

  
 

We would love to hear from you if you would like to share one of your online activities 

please email lucindaseward@winchestersciencecentre.org 
 

 

  
 

  
 

Featured Online Opportunities 
 

  
 

  
 

Please join us for a series of free Afternoon Tea Masterclasses 

for STEM Ambassador and Educators 

These activities are often fairly fast paced but we will be recording the session so you 

can review any information you miss at your leisure after the event. 

 

If you have anything you would like us to consider in order to make our Masterclasses 

fully accessible for you please let us know in advance and we will work with you to 

ensure you get maximum benefit from the session. 
 

 

 

 

Cyber Security: We Couldn’t Play 

Games Online Without It! Thursday 

26 November, 16:00-17:00 

Led by Dave Oxley, Senior Software Security Architect 
at McAfee, this session is aimed at teachers and 
approved STEM Ambassadors. 
 
The internet is a wonderful resource. You can play 
games, learn new things, play games, chat to people all 
round the world (free at point of call), play games, and 
loads of other things. Did I mention playing games? 
 
Unfortunately the cyber world is subject to scammers 
stalkers, trolls and other nasty people! To protect it we 
need loads of people to choose to work in cyber 
security: people from all walks of life and with a wide 
array of skills. As we move to being more inclusive the 



cyber world will become more welcoming and 
supporting for everyone. 
 

Book your ticket via Eventbrite here  

 

   

 

  
 

 

 

Coastal Detectives - Tuesday 8 

December, 16:00-17:00 

Led by Dominique Townsend, a PhD student at the 

University of Southampton, the session will explore 

coasts and the processes that shape them. Dominque 

will provide an insight into how scientists assess coastal 

evolution and predict future scenarios, highlighting some 

of the key challenges faced by coastal managers. 

  
Dominique will also be sharing resources linked to the 
session, alongside the ‘coastal detectives’ activity, to 
help inspire students (aimed at KS3-4). 
 

Book your ticket via Eventbrite here  

 

   

 

If you missed our previous Masterclasses on Digital Platforms for STEM 

Engagement, Top Tips for Online Engagement and ExoMars - The Intrepid 

Planetary Rover and would like to view the recording and receive the presentation, 

please email Lucinda Seward stating which session you are interested in. 
 

 

 

 

Bringing Space to Young People -  

Wednesday 9 December, 17:00-18:00 

The London STEM Ambassador Hub has an upcoming 
webinar event available. 
 
Hear from STEM Ambassador Liz Tinlin and STEM 
Learning's ESERO team about Space activities for 
STEM engagement 
 
The presentation will cover; 
 How STEM Ambassadors can support STEM 

education with space 
 Space activities for virtual delivery 
 Discover ESERO resources 
 Hear from STEM Ambassador, Liz Tinlin about her 

Space activities (https://tinlintalks.org/) 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/masterclass-cyber-security-we-couldnt-play-games-online-without-it-tickets-123152571657
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/masterclass-coastal-detectives-tickets-122555335307
mailto:lucindaseward@winchestersciencecentre.org?subject=Masterclass%20recording
https://tinlintalks.org/


 Linking space with the National Curriculum 
 Support for your STEM activities 

 

Book your place here  

 

   

 

 

 

  
 

  
 

How to Support Schools - Webinars 

STEM Learning launched a series of webinars last month for STEM Ambassadors to 

show how they can support schools. Led by expert presenters, each webinar will focus 

on a particular topic and share good practice around making STEM relevant to students. 
 
There are still 2 sessions remaining, to book your place please see below. The sessions 
will be delivered via Microsoft Teams. 
 

 

How to... Support Schools with Biology (plant): Wednesday 25 November, 
12:00 – 13:00  

 

How to... Support Schools with Physics (energy) : Wednesday 9 December, 
12:00 – 13:00  

 

 

  
 

https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/7a58a37a-5f64-4d3c-a236-f47b0dc60b51
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/7571ca8e-4cc1-41c0-a6f1-4a6a8c74af76
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/7571ca8e-4cc1-41c0-a6f1-4a6a8c74af76
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/55225f30-749b-4b67-a39b-c408ea2d5729?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=How%20to...%20Support%20Schools%20with%20Physics%3A%209%20December%2C%2012%3A00%20%E2%80%93%2013%3A00&utm_campaign=Hub%20update%20email%20-%2029%20October
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/55225f30-749b-4b67-a39b-c408ea2d5729?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=How%20to...%20Support%20Schools%20with%20Physics%3A%209%20December%2C%2012%3A00%20%E2%80%93%2013%3A00&utm_campaign=Hub%20update%20email%20-%2029%20October


 

STEM Learning are looking for volunteers for 

online STEM Clubs 

November will see the start of a brand new initiative from the STEM Clubs 

programme - the launch of a national STEM Club. It is being supported by club 

leaders, STEM Learning education team and partner organisations. 

 

The national STEM Club will be hosted by STEM Learning via You Tube and 

consist of a series of short activities on pre-recorded videos. The purpose is to 

provide additional support for schools, families and students to engage with 

practical STEM based activities. The club sessions will support the curriculum but 

not actively deliver it. 

 

The club will run 6 times a term on a Wednesday for about 30 minutes. It is hoped 

each club session will have around 4 activities 2 at primary and 2 at secondary. 

Ideally with a mix of content and difficulty to enable us to reach out across a 

diverse mix of interests. 

 

This is an ideal opportunity to engage, particularly if you are available to provide 

'chat or comment' support during the sessions. Each session will release a pdf of 

the activities in advance to allow participants to prepare - the videos will remain 

live post the club sessions, forming a portfolio of engagement. 

 

The first sessions are planned for (Wednesdays): 
18 November, 2 December, 16 December, 13 January,  27 January, 10 February, 
24 February, 10 March, 24 March 
  



Activities can be almost anything, but they must explain the science behind the 

activity, how it can help with their curricular work and the employability skills they 

will enhance. And, we would like a quick link to a related career if possible. Videos 

do not have to be of professional quality. Content you may already have could be 

used. We will provide some guidance notes, a PowerPoint and we will edit and 

refine the videos once they arrive with us. We aim for each video to be around five 

minutes when completed. 

 

Contact: j.mitchell@stem.org.uk at STEM Learning for more information or to 

volunteer! 
 

 

  
 

STEM Ambassador COVID-19 Survey Results 
 

  
 

 

Thank you to those of you who completed our COVID-19 lockdown survey earlier 

in the year. 

 

At the time of the survey 30% of you or your companies had produced resources 

to share online. 

 

35% of you have managed to engage with schools and non school groups during 

lockdown and these activities have comprised of online presentations, including 

“I’m a Scientist”, mock interviews, careers based presentations, judging 

competitions and assisting with CREST assessments. The most popular online 

platforms seem to be Microsoft Teams and ZOOM. 

mailto:j.mitchell@stem.org.uk


 

20% of the group surveyed had taken up STEM Learning training courses which 

included; Future Learn courses: Inspiring Young People in STEM: Planning and 

Organising Practical Activities. 

 

Here are the details of the FutureLearn Courses - Inspiring Young People in 

STEM. These courses are designed specifically for STEM Ambassadors who have 

just signed up to the programme or who want to upskill themselves. 

 

When asked what we could do to support future engagement the response was 

mixed. It included STEM Ambassadors wanting to wait until COVID-19 restrictions 

have been lifted, presenting us with new ideas of activities to roll out and one 

common theme was needing a clear steer to what activities can be run and taken 

up whilst restrictions remain. 
 

 

Don't forget to log your STEM Ambassador 
activities! You can now log past activites on the app 

 

 

STEM NOW would like to remind you to check that all your STEM Ambassador 

engagement activities are logged on your profile. 

http://email.stem.org.uk/c/188VJu5pJ7CCT23UucmRwgL


  

Due to COVID-19 you may have been helping to produce online content for 

students and schools or taking part in STEM activities online. If so, these activities 

can be added to your profile! 

  

Please use the link below to access your profile. If you have forgotten your 

password, you’re able to request a new one. 
 

 

STEM Ambassador Website  

 

 

  
 

Ambassador Activities 
 

 

 

Aureus Primary - Rocks, Soil and 

Fossils  

Ages 7 - 11 years 

2 December 2020 

Aureus Primary School are looking for a STEM 

Ambassador to help with a project on rocks. Ideally, we 

are looking for someone who would be happy to present 

virtually (e.g. via Teams).  For more details please 

register your interest. 
 

Register your support here  

 

   

 

 

 

Code Club - Sun Hill Junior School 

Ages 10 - 11 

When: From 11 January 2021 - July 2021 

Sun Hill Junior School are looking for an ambassador 

to set up an after school Code Club for their Year 6 

students. 
 

Register your support here  

 

   

 

https://www.stem.org.uk/user?destination=dashboard
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/9f3ec1b8-1b8a-48d4-bf7a-684e062fb480
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/1ab5888b-c767-471b-95b8-257d150436ff


 

 

Coding After School Club Session 

When: 14 January  

7 - 11 years 

Teach Computing Berkshire and Hampshire Hub 

are hosting a remote after school club for West 

Berkshire school children on Thursdays from 3:45-

4:45pm, starting in January 2021. The children will use 

Microbits to develop their coding skills and STEM 

Ambassadors who volunteer will be on hand to support 

the children during the sessions, along with teachers. 

You don't have to commit to every week, so please 

register your interest even if you can only support some 

sessions. 
 

Register here  

 

   

 

  
 

 

 

Digital Ambassador Programme 

KS1-KS4 - Ages 7 - 16 

When: immediate start 

Winchester Science Centre's Widening Participation team 

are looking for companies/STEM Ambassadors to help with 

digital engagement so children at school can still get to 

interact with employers in this socially distanced world. 

 

We are looking for employers to produce a 

short informal video like this 

one https://youtu.be/x_h7yB0MdoM, and to commit to at 

least one 20 minute conference call (facilitated by us) with a 

class of pupils, so they can ask questions based on your 

video. 

 

This is a great way to still get out there and inspire classes 

of children within current restrictions. 

 

Following our pilot run we received this feedback: 

"I really enjoyed learning about her job".  

"I have just had a zoom call with a really cool person from 

the science centre. I think you would really enjoy it". 

"I liked seeing the experiments Rachael did in her job". 
 

https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/fcdc8809-d893-4add-a93d-3ea06de6a69b
https://youtu.be/x_h7yB0MdoM


Register your support here to receive your pack 
with full details  

 

   

 

 

 

Employment & Skills Hub  

STEM Ambassadors/Companies 

When: December 4th 2020 - 10am 

The Employment and Skills Hub (ESH) at Hampshire 

County Council would like to invite you to attend a virtual 

information morning on the 4th December at 10.00am 

about Virtual Engagement with young people. 

 

Whether you are recruiting right now or not, your 

workforce of the future may be entering into a different 

workplace than what existed prior to March 2020, and 

we need you to help shape how school children and 

young people view this. 

 

This invite is for all businesses, big and small, in any 

industry! Young people have never needed expert 

industry advice and experience more as they are being 

disproportionately affected by the economic fallout of 

Covid 19. They need your help building experience, 

skills, and knowledge. 

 

The session will outline different ways to get involved 

virtually and physically and will look to answer any 

questions you might have. 

 

The invite and link to sign up via Eventbrite is attached. 

If you have any questions about the session please 

contact us via ESH@hants.gov.uk 
 

Book here  

 

   

 

https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/1a6a77d9-a86f-4414-baf0-4f19e32999de
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/1a6a77d9-a86f-4414-baf0-4f19e32999de
mailto:ESH@hants.gov.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/preparing-your-future-workforce-a-virtual-engagement-tickets-128636470145


 

 

Online Science Symposium - Bourne 

End Academy 

Online for ages 11 - 19 years 

January the 4th 2021 

Bourne End Academy are looking for 10 STEM 
Ambassadors to give a talk/presentation to students 
about their career path and their current job/area of 
research. 
 
Talks can be anything up to an hour long but around 15 
minutes would be fantastic, with some time for Q&A 
afterwards. The symposium will start from the 4th 
January 2021 and will run every Monday from 4.30pm – 
5.30pm on Microsoft Teams until Easter.  
 

Register here  

 

   

 

 

 

National Practical Science Conference 

Online - for Secondary Schools and Technicians 

December the 2nd and 9th 2020 

Two STEM Ambassadors are needed to present a 
practical experiment online to an audience of Teachers 
and Technicians. 
 
Held over two afternoons this online event is aimed at 
giving Teachers and Technicians strategies of how to 
work practically in COVID - 19 times. 
 

Register here  

 

   

 

British Science Week 2021 
 

https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/8f949fcd-ea9b-4aa3-8b7a-cae156998072
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/82f0f063-ad21-4cab-83ab-f1560b58b3ff


 

The theme for British Science Week activity packs is 

'Innovating for the Future' 

The theme for the British Science Week 2021 activity packs and poster 

competition is ‘Innovating for the future’. The packs have been created in 

partnership with UK Research and Innovation (UKRI).  The full activity packs 

contain lots of activities on this theme, and will be released in January 2021 for 

you to download. Until then, the taster versions of the packs with tips to help you 

organise events and activities for British Science Week are now available. 
 

Click here for activity packs  

 

 

Latest STEM News 
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

Our careers, our future - a new report from 

EngineeringUK 

 

EngineeringUK has published a research briefing on young 

people’s experiences and perspectives of careers provision 

and engineering. 

 

Their findings suggest that young people want more 

opportunities to engage with employers, through work 

experiences, job fairs and site visits. Young people also 

called for more information on relevant exams or 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/


qualifications needed to pursue a career and clarity on 

different pathways into various professions. 
   

 

  
 

Read the full article here  

 

 

  
 

  
 

Competition 
 

 

Nesta Challenges has teamed up with Amazon to launch a fourth edition of the 

Longitude 

Explorer Prize - £20,000 available for the winning school or youth group. 

 

The Amazon Longitude Explorer Prize is calling on young people across the UK to 

develop innovative ‘tech for good’ solutions to society’s biggest issues, to help 

people to live longer, live healthier, live greener and live together. 

 

The prize encourages young people to apply their creativity and ingenuity to the 

big challenges of our time, using their knowledge of science, technology, 

engineering and maths (STEM), and teaching them valuable entrepreneurial skills 

to help make their ideas a reality. 

 

Get your applications in by 5pm on Friday 12 February! If you have any questions, 

please contact the team at explorer@nesta.org.uk 
 

 

  
 

Click here for further details  

 

 

  
 

https://www.engineeringuk.com/research/briefings/our-careers-our-future-stem-careers-provision-and-young-people/
https://longitudeexplorer.challenges.org/
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