
 
 

 

 

Hello STEM Ambassadors, 
 
We hope you and your families are well. 
 
With Easter almost upon us and the end of the business year in sight we have been 
planning the year ahead and discussing what exciting and impactful events and 
activities to run. If you have any ideas that you would like to share with us please 
get in touch. 
 
When speaking with teachers about what help they need in class Gatsby 
Benchmarks are often a key requirement so we have included an article in this 
newsletter to show how you can help teachers achieve these benchmarks and 
inspire students at the same time. 
 
If you need any assistance and support please contact the Team .  
 
Have a great Easter break from the STEM NOW Team; Roopa, Fran, Carol, 
Rachael, Andy and Lucinda 

 

 

  
 

  
 

Featured Online Opportunities 
 

  
 

STEM NOW Afternoon Masterclasses 
 

  
 

Taking part in a Masterclass gives you resources to enhance your 

engagement with students. It also counts towards your STEM Ambassador 

activities and keeps your profile active! 
 
These activities are often fairly fast paced but we will be recording the session so you 
can review any information you miss at your leisure after the event. If you have anything 
you would like us to consider in order to make our Masterclasses fully accessible for you 
please let us know in advance and we will work with you to ensure you get maximum 

mailto:inspire@stemnow.org
https://www.stemnow.org/


benefit from the session. 
 
All presentations will be followed by a Q&A session. 
 
Please note that the Masterclasses are available to Educators and Approved STEM 
Ambassadors. 
 

 

  
 

 

 

Particle Accelerator - Virtual Tour 

Date: Wednesday 21 April 2021 

Time: 16:00 - 17:00 

Join Preeti from RAL for a 360 tour of their Particle 

Accelerator with the opportunity for a Q&A afterwards. 

 

Located at the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory in 

Oxfordshire, the ISIS Neutron and Muon Source is a 

particle accelerator which acts like a super microscope 

to study the atomic structure of a huge variety of 

different materials – from aircraft wings to spider silk. 

This virtual tour will begin in the accelerator itself, 

explaining how the machine works and some of the 

incredible engineering behind it, before visiting some of 

instruments and finding out about the work being 

undertaken at ISIS, studying the contents ancient 

Egyptian vases and drug delivery systems. 
 

Book your ticket via Eventbrite here  

 

   

 

 

 

Waste not Want not? What happens to 

our rubbish? 

Date: Thursday 6 May 2021 

Time: 16:00 - 17:00 

Amy Bloom, an Assistant Technical Plant Engineer at 

Suez Recovery & Recycling, will be presenting about 

where our rubbish goes, what happens at a recycling 

facility and the importance of putting rubbish in the right 

bin. 

 

As part of this, Amy will cover how food waste is 

processed and treated as well as demonstrate and 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/particle-accelerator-virtual-tour-tickets-141169306195


describe the online resources available for students and 

teachers to support learning around recycling and 

waste. 

 

She will also touch upon her academic and career 

journey into this sector and what the future might look 

like for the primary school students when they join the 

working world. 
 

Book your ticket via Eventbrite here  

 

   

 

 

 

Operational Research: Let’s Play with 

LEGO 

Date: Thursday 20 May 2021 

Time: 16:00 - 17:00 

STEM NOW presents Evelyn Hardy, Education 

Manager from the OR Society who will lead you through 

a practical hands on workshop on Operational 

Research. 

 

Operational Research (OR) is the science and art of 

using maths to solve problems and improve decision 

making. It’s ‘maths in the real world’, with applications 

from government, retail and sports to healthcare, 

finance and event planning. This session features a 

quick introduction to OR and the OR Society, followed 

by an interactive demonstration of our popular 

LEGO Furniture Factory workshop, a fun, hands-on 

explanation of how OR and maths are used in real life. 

Finally, attendees will be told where to find all of our free 

teaching and volunteering resources, and how to access 

the support we offer teachers and volunteers. 

  
 Attendees will need: 

 6 rectangular/2x4 LEGO bricks 

 8 square/2x2 LEGO bricks 

 The student worksheet (to be sent post registration). 
Alternatively, pen and paper will be fine 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/afternoon-masterclass-waste-not-want-not-what-happens-to-our-rubbish-tickets-145642481583


Book your ticket via Eventbrite here  

 

   

 

STEM Clubs 
 

 

 

STEM Clubs Programme needs STEM 

Ambassador volunteers 

We’re seeking STEM Ambassadors who have 

experience in school-based STEM Clubs to share good 

practice, promote general discussion and assist club 

leaders. Volunteers will be asked to talk about various 

aspects of their involvement with a STEM Club in short 

video clips, which will be incorporated into a series of 

digital interviews to support new online learning courses. 
 

Register your interest here  

 

   

 

  
 

Activities from other Hubs 
 

  
 

 

 

Ask Me About ... 

New Dates Added: from 7 April - 28 May 2021 

Time: Various 

Ask Me About... 
 
Have you ever wondered how a bridge is built? Or how 
do you get into the aerospace sector? Or how do you 
care for bees? 
 
Book on to an Ask Me About Session to have all of your 
questions answered! We have sessions scheduled on 
the following dates/topics: 
  
 7 April from 1pm-1.30pm: Ask Me About ... Civil 

Engineering & Quest Scholarships 
 21 April from 1pm-1.30pm: Ask Me About...Bees 
 6 May from 12.30pm-1pm: Ask Me About....Moving 

from Latvia to Airbus, Filton 
 18th May from 12.30pm-1pm: Ask Me 

About....Ecology 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/operational-research-lets-play-with-lego-tickets-147088635067
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/5e1c75b1-5f00-4eb8-8f59-ecb48eec7315


 28th May from 1pm-1.30pm: Ask Me 
About....Audiology 

 

For more info and to book click here  

 

   

 

 

 

"Being the Best for your STEM 

Ambassador Presentation". 

Date: Wednesday 28 April 

Time: 4 - 5pm 

Don’t miss this opportunity to develop your skills as an 

Ambassador! This is a unique session developed by 

Helen Obee Reardon, MSc. Impact Specialist at Cardiff 

University 

Helen is a communication professional, TEDx speaker, 

with a career spanning from Lecturer, Sustainable 

Development Officer to Chair of Gender Equality and a 

renowned Beekeeper with the team at National History 

Museum Wales 

This high quality session will include: 

  
 Development of personal presenter skills 
 Interactivity in class and online 
 Assessing your audience needs 
 Improving your use of online platforms for 

presentations 
 Safeguarding online 
 Use of Menti and interactive tools 

 

Sign up here  

 

   

 

  
 

Gatsby Benchmarks 
 

What are the Gatsby Career Benchmarks? 
 
The Gatsby Career Benchmarks are a framework of eight guidelines about what 
makes the best careers provision in schools and colleges. 
 
Teachers need your help with these benchmarks and you can help in many ways; 
virtual workplace tours, mentoring and presenting your career journey and career 
choices. 
 

https://askmeaboutstem.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/76615c49-e38d-4d99-ad66-fe091a39d0cd


Click on the post below for the poster and more information and ideas. 
  
 

 

 

  
 

Ambassador Activities 
 

https://www.stem.org.uk/career-benchmarks


 

 

Workshops 

Ages: 7 - 11 years 

When: Monday 19 April 2021 

City of Oxford College & Banbury and Bicester 

College are seeking STEM ambassadors to inspire 

their learners through practical workshops, to give them 

confidence in their abilities before they start their 

careers in industry. 

 

The courses the Colleges run are; Wood Work, Brick 

Laying, Plumbing, Motor Vehicle Engineering, IT and 

Gaming. If you are interested in inspiring our students, 

do get in contact. 
 

Register your interest here  

 

   

 

 

 

Science Week - Natural World 

Ages: 7 - 11 years 

When: Monday 7 June 2021 

Tylers Green Middle School are looking for 

Ambassadors to help them with their Natural World 

themed Science Week. 

 

During the week we would like to explore the school 

grounds, perhaps making an inventory of the total 

number of different species present. We are fortunate to 

have an extensive area around the school with two 

ponds and surrounding mature trees. 

 

Every afternoon (or morning if that is more convenient) 

we'd like an expert to show just one year group of 32 or 

64 children an element of our environment. This activity 

could then be repeated during the next day for a 

different year group, so that all years groups get to 

access all activities over the week. 

 

They are thinking that the children could study four 

topics, vaguely grouped into the following headings; bird 

life, mammals, plants/trees and lastly pond life. Thank 

https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/7031f67f-d845-42ff-b82d-cca0353ffa81


you very much for supporting the teaching of tomorrow's 

scientists. 
 

Register your interest here  

 

   

 

 

 

Coding Keep Fit Summer School 

Ages: 7 - 11 years 

When: 2 - 8 August 2021 

Teach Computing Berkshire and Hampshire Hub are 

organising a remote summer school to give Year 6 

children the opportunity to develop their coding skills 

using Microbits. 

 

Building on the successful summer school in 2020, they 

are looking for STEM Ambassadors to support this 

project remotely. The summer school will run over the 

course of a week for a couple of hours each day. You 

don't have to commit to helping with the whole week, if 

you are interested please register and say how you 

would like to help. 
 

Register your interest here  

 

   

 

 

 

Inspiring students to consider careers 

with physics 

Ages: 14 - 16 years 

When: Tuesday 14 June 2022 

In the Physics Department at King Edward's 

Southampton, we are very much a forwards looking 

department and are looking to encourage students of all 

backgrounds to continue to study Physics at A-level. 

 

In particular we are focussed on encouraging more girls 

to undertake the subject. I would envisage this event 

being a bit like a speed networking event where small 

groups of students would have a short amount of time to 

move from Ambassador to Ambassador to ask them 

questions about their careers. Ambassadors could also 

https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/52b1d0ff-7094-49b1-9521-91e42550ee19
https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/91f0eca0-ccc7-4fb4-89ea-141922aa332d


if they wish bring along a brief presentation or artefact to 

help the students understand what they do, or even a 

larger presentation they could give to a larger audience 

if desired. 

 

This event is very much in the planning stages and the 

date is approximate at the moment but it would be next 

academic year. If you are interested in getting involved 

I'd love to hear from you. Rob Simm (Head of Physics). 
 

Register your interest here  

 

   

 

Activities to log? 
 

 

 

STEM Certificates 

  
The next round of STEM Certificates will be awarded early 

April, for the period 1 August 2020 – 31 March 2021. Please 

remind all STEM Ambassadors to record their volunteering 

hours by 6 April in order to be eligible for this round of 

STEM Certificates. 
  

 

 

 

 

STEM Ambassador Pin Badges 
 

For those of you who have completed your first activity and 

would like a shiny pin badge please request one by 

emailing the team . 

 

Of course, if you have completed lots of activities and would 

like a badge please let us know! 
  

 

 

  
 

CREST Awards 
 

https://www.stem.org.uk/platform/activity/f61e8787-60fa-424e-89ba-5ee1068ce1a3
http://email.stem.org.uk/c/16Daed6nSA3VFflloG09phW6Tp
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CREST Activity : Useless Umbrella 

The "Useless Umbrella" activity is a Superstar level Crest 

Award suitable for 5 to 7 year olds. 

 

This activity is designed to get children thinking about 

materials and their water resistance. 

 

Why not try it with your students/groups? 

  
   

 

Activity details click here 

 

 

  
 

Competition 
 

https://primarylibrary.crestawards.org/all-star-challenges/61746949


 

 

Winchester Science Centre Reopening 
 

http://www.engineeringnetzero.com/insights/time-to-step-up/?fbclid=IwAR1ybfB_REE_xnMHCcwBt-T2AaLOq1cm0kJJSWloqTySsPFCLHWHHoPkKHk


 

   

Winchester Science Centre the home of 

STEM NOW is reopening on Saturday 

22 May for weekends and school 

holidays. 

  
2021 is the year of sound and the centre 
are launching with a mystery that only an 
exceptional bunch of Sound Detectives 
will be able to solve. 
 

    

To find out more and book tickets click here  
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